2022 FMBB IGP TEAM

US-6, Mark
Saccoccio

Get to know 2022 FMBB Team USA Member Mark
Saccoccio and his dog Hector vom Roten Sturm

TELL ME ABOUT YOUR DOG
HECTOR VOM ROTEN STURM
(HECTOR). WE KNOW HE IS A TOP
LEVEL IGP DOG BUT TELL ME
WHAT HE’S LIKE AT HOME.
WHEN DID YOU KNOW HE WAS
SPECIAL? WHAT WOULD YOU
SAY IS HIS STRONGEST
ATTRIBUTE (BESIDES BEING VERY
TALL!)
Oh what to say about the Hector man.
He is a very special dog and I'm not just
saying this because he is my boy and I
am clearly biased. He has been a joy to
be around from a small puppy when my
friend Benny Barmapov gave him to me
as a gift. Always ready to go, always
happy and social with people and other
dogs, always stable and sure in every
environment, and always in motion. By
the time he was seven months old we
could tell he was a special one. I used to
joke when he was young that he was
always jumping around me, staring into
my eyes saying "I want to go to the world
championships! Just show me what to
do!" and here we are.
Mark and Hector at 2021 AWMA Nationals

CONGRATULATIONS ON MAKING
THE 2022 FMBB TEAM! WHAT DOES
IT MEAN TO YOU TO BE
REPRESENTING THE
ORGANIZATION, ESPECIALLY
BEING AN AWMA COMMITTEE
MEMBER?

Hello there. We are very excited to
be representing America at the
2022 FMBB World Championship.
This year is very special for AWMA
because it is the first FMBB since
the pandemic began and the first
FMBB since our club has had a lot
of very
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experienced, enthusiastic members
step up to take positions to help
the club move forward in an
exciting and positive direction. Not
to mention the team we are
sending to Greece is a literal dream
team of top competitors from our
country!
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WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR WHEN
YOU ARE PICKING OUT YOUR NEXT
SPORT DOG PROSPECT? DO YOU
PREFER TO START YOUR DOGS
FROM 8 WEEKS OLD OR DO YOU
LIKE TO TAKE ON A SLIGHTLY
OLDER DOG?

One thing I have learned over the
years is that I will always end up
with the dog I am supposed to have
in my life. I have competed with
many older dogs with a wide
variety of training and personalities
since I began in the sport. I am not
opposed to an older dog if the right
one crosses my path but these days
I honestly like to be around them
from a puppy. My training partner
Kelly Horgan is super with the
puppies so we like to take on
different pups and watch them
grow into themselves. Typically
when it looks like it may be a good
one for me I will take them over
between 7-12 months. That is the
age when I will typically start
training them, depending on the
dogs personality and drive. My
experience with a lot of older dogs
is that by the time I figure them out,
build a relationship, and fix any
training issues they have I could
have trained a green dog from the
beginning. That is huge for me
because I prefer that everything my
dog knows about each exercise
comes directly from me and they
don’t have baggage bouncing
around in their head from another
trainer.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE
TO A YOUNG PERSON OR AN ADULT
AMATEUR STARTING OUT IN THE
SPORT? WHAT DOG OR LIFE
ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE
YOURSELF 10 YEARS AGO?

My first and most important piece
of advice is find a mentor that has
had success over years with
multiple dogs and stick with them.
Not for weeks or months, but years.
In these days with social media it is
easy to get mesmerized by fancy
edited videos with exciting music
and think that someone is a very
skilled trainer for IGP. Something
one of my mentors, Dean Calderon,
always said is that "the proof is in
the points". We do a sport and it is
very easy to get through the hype
and see who is really skilled at what
we do.......look at the points!
Another thing to look at when
searching for a mentor is look at
the success of the people they
coach and train with. I have learned
over the years that many people
can train THEIR dog very well, but
being a coach and teaching people
is a completely different skill set.
My second and equally important
piece of advice is that there is no
shortcut. I have seen many
motivated people that are new to
the sport get a dog and think they
are going to win the nationals in a
year or two. In the process of trying
to accomplish this they jump from
trainer to trainer, seminar to
seminar, and online video system
to online video system.

Only to end up confusing their dog and
giving themselves a jumbled mess of
training in their head that is only good
for reciting theory and does no good
when it comes to practical application. At
the end of the day having a clear path
and a good relationship with your dog is
all that matters. In my opinion a clear
path only comes from a great mentor.
Always remember, it is you and your dog
vs. the training, not you and the training
vs. the dog. The dog is alive. Read him,
love him, relate to him, and don’t look at
him like a science project.

MARK, YOUR DOG HECTOR SEEMS
TO HAVE FANS EVERYWHERE
THAT HE GOES, INCLUDING ME!
BUT I’M DYING TO TALK TO YOU
ABOUT YOUR ROTTWEILERS.
HOW DO YOU MANAGE TO TRAIN
TWO VERY DIFFERENT BREEDS,
BOTH TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL?
WHAT ARE THE UNEXPECTED
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE
TWO BREEDS?
First and foremost I am a dog guy first. I
started working with dogs long before I
knew anything about this sport or trying
to compete. My last dog, Ali vom hofe
Schumacher, was a German Shepherd
dog and we competed at the WUSV
world championship in 2016. Currently I
have Hector and my rottweiler Sonny
vom Carrabba Haus. Sonny was raised
by Kelly Horgan and I decided to take
him on when he was 10 months old. He
has definitely been a challenge coming
from shepherds and mali's but he has
been an absolute joy to work
with......though a bit frustrating at times.
He won the USRC rottweiler nationals in
2019 and got his FH with 98 points.
When I think of any similarities between
him and Hector I have to say there
honestly aren’t many. The things that
matter to them most in this world are
very different, that’s probably why they
are best buddies swimming in the pool
and running around together every day.

FINALLY, WHERE CAN THE
PEOPLE READING THIS FIND
YOU ONLINE?
You can find me on Facebook - Mark
Saccoccio - or on Instagram @liveswithdog.
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